Welford « Hoe Benhame Egston

O Welford Parish Council
Weston « Wickham « Halfway

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 4™" September 2024

at 7.15pm in Wickham Village Hall

Present: Martyne Ellard (Vice Chair), Sam Kynaston, Paul Stanley and Sam Bell.
In attendance Angela Boyce (Parish Clerk), District Councillor Denise Gaines and one
member of the public.

1.

To receive apologies for absence. Apologies for absence were received from Henry
Burgoyne-Probyn (Chair) and the District Councillors, Tony Vickers and Dennis
Benneyworth.

To receive any Declarations of Interest.

There were none.

To confirm and sign the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 3 July 2024

RESOLVED the minutes of the meeting held on 3™ July 2024 were signed as a true and

accurate record.

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 3" July 2024

a. Bus service There was a discussion regarding the current bus service within the area.
The Clerk noted that she has contacted the District councillors. It was suggested the
PC do a survey and go back to WBC. The Clerk will arrange this.

b. Pumping Station at Weston There was a discussion regarding the issues raised at the
annual assembly regarding noise and damage to the roads. WBC are speaking to
Thames Water regarding the noise level. They have suggested we report the road
surface using the report a problem link on their website.

c. Bench at Wickham The PC approved the bench plague for the sum of £40.

d. PC email addresses There was a discussion regarding gov.uk domain and email
addresses. The PC agreed to not make a decision at this time, they will revisit it at a
later date.

OPEN FORUM.

Standing orders were suspended at 19:40pm.

A resident raised and issue regarding an overhanging hedge which is on the school

grounds along Welford road, which is becoming quite dangerous when vehicles are

coming out onto the road. The Clerk will write to the school and will report back to the

PC at the next meeting.

A resident raised a complaint about the level of traffic on the B4000 when the M$ was

closed. Several residents made the complaint to WBC and received a response telling

them there was nothing they can do. This is a concern to local residents. DC Gaines will
pass on the complaint to Highways.

Standing orders were reinstated at 19:46pm

Reports
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8.1 District Councillor’s Report. DC Denise Gaines now covers the planning and housing
portfolio. Denise noted that she is working on the Local Plan and the inspector is
currently doing an examination. Then there will be a consultation with a view to put the
plan in place next year. Denise spoke about the Planning Forum being held in Thatcham.
The link is available on the resident bulletin. Denise noted that planning applications are
currently behind but they are working hard to recruit more officers. Homeless numbers
have gone down in the area. The Clerk noted that DC Dennis Benneyworth had informed
her that there is a safe a well campaign being run by the fire service and Dennis will be in
touch about this soon.

8.2 Chair’s Report. There was nothing to report.

8.3 Clerk’s Report. The Clerk reported that the audit has now completed. There will be

more training sessions for councillors coming up soon and she will circulate this.

Correspondence There was nothing to report.

8. Wildlife survey There was a discussion regarding a wildlife survey. The PC agreed to
add this to the Prish Plan and to support the survey in the Parish Plan.

9. CIL bids DC Denise Gaines noted there is currently CIL bids open from WBC for
infrastructure grants of 10,000 to 100,000. There is also a members bid open for smaller
projects. There was a discussion to add a bus stop at Wickham. The Clerk will look into
this.

10. Easton Noticeboard There was a discussion to replace the noticeboard at Easton. The
Clerk will apply for a members bid towards the noticeboard.

11. Planning
11.1 Applications — There was nothing to report.

11.2 Decisions
22/02302/FULMAJ Weston Court, Lambourn Road, Weston. Office conversion into 3
new dwellings. APPROVED

~

12. Finance
a. Payments
30/08/2024 | D K GARDENING SERV Grounds Maintenance August 170
30/08/2024 | MISS ANGELA BOYCE WAGES AUG 455
28/06/2024 | BIBBY (Tactical Services) - Dog waste collection Aug 81.6
28/06/2024 | BIBBY (Tactical Services) - Dog waste collection July 102.00
07/08/2024 | D K GARDENING SERV Grounds Maintenance July 170
26/07/2024 | MISS ANGELA BOYCE WAGES JULY 477.91
18/07/2024 | WICKHAM VILLAGE HALL - Hall hire 25
18/07/2024 | PGH MEMORIALS LTD - War memorial maintenance 414.12
18/07/2024 | MISS ANGELA BOYCE - ICO fee and stationary 64.05
28/06/2024 | WICKHAM VILLAGE HALL - Hall hire 25
28/06/2024 | WICKHAM VILLAGE HALL — electricity for defibrillator 80
28/06/2024 | MISS GROUP LIMITED - Email hosting 11.99
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28/06/2024 | KENNET BUSINESS SERVICES - Annual Auditor 50
28/06/2024 | D K GARDENING SERV Grounds Maintenance June 170
28/06/2024 | MISS ANGELA BOYCE WAGES JUNE 477.91
28/06/2024 | BIBBY (Tactical Services) - Dog waste collection June 81.6
b. Receipts

09/08/2024 | Interest received 4.08
09/08/2024 | Interest received 4.25

13. Parish Plan update There was a discussion regarding a survey, the clerk has spoken to
WBC for help but the dept are delayed at the moment.

14. Clerks Appraisal — The clerks appraisal, will be carried out after the next PC meeting on
6™ November.

Close of meeting
There being no further business, the Vice Chair declared the meeting closed at 8:21pm

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 6™ November 2024 at 7pm in
Wickham Village Hall.
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